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On January 18, 2008, Burns announced his retirement from the Foreign Service effective March 2008. The reason cited was to go back to family concerns and to pursue other
opportunities outside of government. 2131 A White House press statement stated that Burns would continue to serve in an advisory capacity as the United States Special Envoy in

finalizing the United States-India Peaceful Atomic Energy Cooperation Act.

At the Harvard Kennedy School, Burns is teaching courses in diplomacy, American foreign policy, and international politics. He is a strong advocate for diplomacy, and has
argued that the United States "should make a very strong effort to get to the negotiating table with Iran." 14l Burns is also an active speaker on the IECIUrE CIFCUIL.
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